Delbert Walter Gerdes
November 17, 1945 - November 7, 2018

Retired Mn/DOT Civil Engineer
Age 72, of West St. Paul.
Died Nov. 7, 2018, from heart related issues.
Survived by partner Donna, daughter Sarah, son Ben, daughter-in-law Stacie, sister Doris,
brother Dave, many nieces, nephews and friends.
Del was a devoted partner, proud father and caring friend. He was born the youngest of four
children on Nov. 17, 1945, in Shawano, Wisconsin. When he was ten, his family moved to
Howard Lake, MN, where his father worked as a school principle and teacher at St. James
Lutheran Church and school. After graduating from Howard Lake High School in 1964, Del
attended the University of Minnesota in Morris, and then Minneapolis, where he earned a degree
in Civil Engineering in 1968. In high school and college, Del was an accomplished athlete, playing
baseball, basketball and football. After college, he took a job as a Civil Engineer for the Minnesota
Department of Transportation as serving his community was important to him. In 1978, he went
on to receive a Master’s Degree in Transportation Engineering from the University of California at
Berkeley’s College of Engineering. Before he retired, Del coached his children’s’ sports teams. He
was an avid outdoorsman and hunter. Del was a designer at heart, building a log cabin in
northern Minnesota in 1979 and a home in West St. Paul in 1989. After 34 years at Mn/DOT, he
continued his commitment to service by volunteering in many capacities. Del spent much time
giving back to his church communities, helping friends and family with projects and serving the
local community. He volunteered 12 years with Neighbors, Inc. in So. St. Paul, delivering meals,
assisting in the food shelf and transporting individuals to their medical appointments. He also
served as a West St. Paul Planning Commissioner from 2006-2012. Del had a large network of
friends. He hiked mountain ranges with one group of friends and attended baseball games in
almost every state with another. Throughout his life, he travelled extensively with family and
friends in the U.S., Europe and Asia. The natural wonders always beckoned his exploration. He
took his family on camping and hiking trips to state and national parks from the time they were
babies. He remained fit, playing tennis and walking multiple times per week with friends until
spring of 2018.
Del is preceded in death by parents Margaret and Walter Gerdes and older brother Don.

He is survived by daughter Sarah, son Ben, sister Doris, brother Dave, grandchildren Prince and
Isis, 11 nieces and nephews.
Visitation is planned for 4-8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16, at Spirit of Hope Catholic Community, 2035
Charlton Road, Sunfish Lake, and a Celebration of Life at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 17, at Church of
St. Matthew, 510 Hall Avenue, St. Paul. Reception to follow until 2 p.m. Interment will be private.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are preferred to Neighbors, Inc., 222 Grand Avenue West, South St.
Paul, MN, 55075.

Events
NOV
16

Visitation

04:00PM - 09:00PM

Spirit of Hope Catholic Community
2035 Charlton Road, Sunfish Lake, MN, US, 55118

NOV
17

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Church of St. Matthew
510 Hall Avenue, St. Paul, MN, US, 55107

NOV
17

Mass of Christian Burial11:00AM - 12:00PM
Church of St. Matthew
510 Hall Avenue, St. Paul, MN, US, 55107

Comments

“

Donna and Family,
I am truly at a loss to share appropriately my condolences and heart felt sorry for you at Del's
passing. I first met him in 1970, and knew right away he was a true professional dedicated
public servant.
Throughout his years he made significant and ground breaking contributions to transportation
in Minnesota and the nation.
And above all else he was committed to family and had a sparkling sense of humor.
Del and all of you are in our thoughts. His life was well lived and he left us way to soon.
With Love and Caring...
Dave Ekern

David Ekern - November 16, 2018 at 11:53 AM

“

WSP Mayor Jenny Halverson's tribute to Del at the Tuesday, Nov. 13 council meeting:
<iframe width="535" height="300" frameborder="0" allowfullscreen="true"
src="https://townsquaretv.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?
view_id=9&clip_id=11615&starttime=undefined&stoptime=undefined&autostart=0&embed=1";
</iframe>

Donna Lindberg - November 15, 2018 at 10:59 AM

“
“

Advance to about 3:38 (three and 1/2 minutes in)
Sarah - November 15, 2018 at 09:40 PM

Thank you for sharing this wonderful heartfelt appreciation from the mayor beginning at 3:30 of the
video.
Rich Cowles - November 17, 2018 at 05:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Wayne - November 11, 2018 at 11:19 PM

“

Peter and Solveig were so pleased to make Del's acquaintance when he and Donna visited
the UK in 2014. We thought he was a lovely person, full of warmth and a good sense of
humour. So glad to have met him.

Solveig and Peter Servian - November 11, 2018 at 06:22 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Delbert Walter Gerdes.

November 11, 2018 at 01:16 PM

“

From all of your Friends at Glover Nursery purchased the Fall Fantasia for the family of
Delbert Walter Gerdes.

From all of your Friends at Glover Nursery - November 10, 2018 at 12:59 PM

“

My sympathies to Del's family. He was too young to die.
Kathy Lutter

Kathy Lutter - November 09, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

Del was a gentle soul with a ready smile. He was generous with his time; also a good listener. He will
be missed!
Lois Holzemer
Lois Holzemer - November 11, 2018 at 08:46 PM

