Joan S. Heymans
June 26, 1929 - January 13, 2021

Age 91, of West St. Paul, passed away peacefully January 13, 2021.
Preceded in death by loving husband Paul of 67 years, parents Frank and Olivia Schulz,
sister Sister Mary Leonore, and son-in-law Donn Burleigh.
Joan was a most incredible, dynamic woman—a natural at parenting and raising eight
children with a balance of love and honest, sometimes tough guidance. Mom created a
home that was a central gathering place for extended family, friends and neighbors. The
door was always open and she could whip up a hot dish on a moment’s notice. Along with
Dad, they were up for any adventure with their children. Mom was the go-to person for
extended family on both her’s and dad’s side. Moreover, mom and dad had this incredible
community of friends and neighbors that enriched our lives to no degree. Through both the
good and the difficult times, mom always made the best of the situation. Nothing was ever
impossible—whether that was starting a career in accounting later in life, taking care of
her mother who lived to be almost 106, or spontaneous travel adventures with dad and
her children on a shoestring budget. And this spirit prevailed through the end of her life.
Joan had a deep spirituality that matured over time, and had many worn books of daily
readings and meditations, as well as rosaries, to ensure all on her long prayer list were
mentioned by name; it was a long list.
Joan was born in New Ulm, Minnesota and raised in the adjacent hamlet of Essig where
she attended a country grade school and graduated from Trinity High School in New Ulm.
It was in high school where Joan met the love of her life, Paul, watching him on the
basketball court playing for the rival team of St. Mary’s of Sleepy Eye. They fell in love and
married in 1949. They lived the first four years of their married life in Webster City, Iowa
where the first three of their eight children were born. In 1953, they moved to a home in
West St. Paul that kept expanding with additions over the years to accommodate a
growing family of eight children.
Joan is survived by her loving children, Mark, Dean (Diana), Antoinette Ritacco (Daniel),
David (Debra), Joseph (Cynthia), James (Mary), Mary Jo Noer (David), and Scott

(Kathleen); 14 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren; and many other dear and loving
relatives and friends.
Joan’s family wants to thank the many caregivers at the Care Center at Cerenity Marian of
St. Paul for the wonderful care they provide to their dear mother.
Memorials preferred to donor’s choice.
A celebration of Joan’s life will be held at a later date when we can
all gather again. And there is nothing Joan loved more in life than a
gathering of her beloved family and friends.
To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Joan S. Heymans please visit our
Sympathy Store.

Comments

“

I miss my phone calls, I miss knowing I can no longer visit in her warm and generous
hospitality. Always a bed, a home cooked special dinner, lunch and breakfasts. Don’t
forget the cocktails. Always welcome whenever I was it here. A chance to see as
many of her family as possible. I miss her - knowing she is no longer on earth but
she is in my heart. My life is all the richer because of my dear cousin. It was like
going home ring in her home.. My entire family felt the same way. These times span
over many years - so many memories.
Paul and Joan were more like siblings than cousins. They have left a wonderful
legacy of family and memories. She was a truly wonderful warm human being and
her passing leaves a huge gap in my life. Joan, Rest In Peace . Enjoy reuniting with
Paul , Olivia, Frank Sister aka , “Vonnie” our grandparents and all your family who
have gone before you including my parents. God love you, and keep you in his loving
arms. May He bestow Many blessings upon you. Miss you Eva Jean

Eva Giese - March 06 at 09:36 PM

“

I have started this note several times. Today on Valentine's Day I thought it was the
prefect day to write a note to all of you, the Joan and Paul Heymans Family and
friends, in love for Joan. She has the gift of making everyone feel so special, listen to
and heard. Joan was a hard worker but always had a cause or purpose in doing so.
She would share if you had any questions about it. Yes, Joan could be fun and firm.
When it comes to stories I have no idea where to even start. With the family
gatherings in New Ulm, MN., Then the frequent trips to their home in West St. Paul
especially when I turn 16 and could drive. It was the frequent trip and many at times
of Holidays for I brought Grandma Olivia there.
The fact I moved to St. Paul was in gratitude to Joan also. She introduced me to
Rose Waller and Rose asked me to apply at United Hospital. In 1973 I came to live in
St. Paul. This would include frequent stop in with Joan and Paul. One things that
came to be a ritual was late at night if I saw a light on I would stop in and we would
have long, interesting and often many laughs sitting at the end of the bed, eating
Liver Pate' with Joan and Paul. The last talk I had with Joan in December 2020 she
mention these times. We laughed all over again.
Joan and I shared the love of cooking, sewing, the Art's, eating, toasting a drink,
laughter, and our Faith. These are just a few of the many moments we shared
together.
One that also stands out for me is the time when the eighth child was about to come
to the world. I offered to come help. She took me up on that and I learned how to use
a Rotary Iron. I can see me sitting there for hours now like it was yesterday. Then I
was given the honor of being the God-Mother to Scott the youngest of eight. This
was truly a special request.
Our last call Joan said. "Ruth you know I love you". I replied "Yes Joan I love you
very much too". Something was different that time for it wasn't enough to say just
that. Joan replied back " There are special people in my life and you are one, I truly
love you"

Thank you Joan for all the love, good time, and the rough times we shared. I will
never forget you and continue to be grateful for you. Thank you to all the family for
sharing your Mom and Dad with me.
Holding you all in my heart and sending you prayers,
Looking forward to our time together soon.
Blessings

Ruth,
Rufus J

Ruth Kent - February 14 at 04:41 PM

“

“

Great memories...thanks for sharing Ruth...
Mj Noer - February 21 at 09:38 AM

From: Allied Valve, Cannon Falls purchased the Fairest of All for the family of Joan
S. Heymans.

From: Allied Valve, Cannon Falls - January 18 at 11:01 AM

“

My dear Heymans family, we are saddened by the news that your mother has
passed. What a wonderful gift she was. So thankful that we were able to join families
with her. Our hearts are broken that she is gone. Much sympathy and love, especially
to our dear brother-in-law Mark. Dick and Betsy Lano

Betsy Lano - January 16 at 09:48 PM

“

My sympathy to the whole Heymans family. It was so cool to have Joan & Paul and
the whole Heymans family as neighbors to the Rooney family! So many memories! I
loved coming home to see your mom visiting with mine. She was always so chipper!
She will be missed! Here's a picture of her at my wedding shower at Toni's!

PATTY KETTLES - January 16 at 04:29 PM

“

Joan, our dear, dear neighbor. We love you, we miss you, and we will cherish all the
beautiful memories. The Brustads
Marje and Bob Brustad - January 16 at 10:05 PM

“
“

Thank you
antoinette ritacco - January 26 at 02:14 PM

What beautiful words...we were blessed to grow up in a great neighborhood with fabulous
neighbors...
Mj Noer - February 21 at 09:35 AM

“

5 files added to the album Memories Album

Joseph S. Klecatsky & Sons Funeral & Cremation Services - January 15 at 10:34 AM

