John George Asmussen
April 22, 1954 - February 5, 2020

Passed away on February 5, 2020 at the age of 65. Survived by wife, Beth; sons, Jess
(Gwen) & Chad (Ruba); grandchildren, Elise & Emerson; 3 brothers & 2 sisters; father,
George; and other relatives & friends.
Memorials preferred.

Cemetery

Events

St. Peter's Church

FEB Gathering

Cemetery

11

1405 Sibley Memorial

09:00AM - 10:00AM

Church of St. Peter
1405 Sibley Memorial Highway, Mendota, MN, US,

Highway

55150

Mendota, MN, 55150

FEB Memorial Mass
11

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Church of St. Peter
1405 Sibley Memorial Highway, Mendota, MN, US,
55150

Comments

“

As many before me have already alluded, John was a true leader, a consummate
professional and a wonderful colleague of the MinnState (MnSCU) CFOs. John was
incredibly intelligent, thoughtful and caring. He was passionate about ensuring that
the students and taxpayers of Minnesota were well served by our colleges and
universities. He had a unique balance of ethics and professionalism with such a fun
and empathetic side as well. My deepest condolences to John's family.
Rick Straka

Rick Straka - February 12 at 09:28 AM

“

John was an outstanding man of character. His wisdom, tenacity, and utter brilliance
were admired by so many of the MnSCU CFO's out on the campuses during his
tenure at the system office. He is leaving a huge void in the lives of so many.
My heart hurts for you!
Blessings and Prayers to family and friends,
Jan Mahoney (Alexandria, MN)

Jan Mahoney - February 11 at 12:02 PM

“

John was a dear friend and customer of Huddle’s Resort for many years. Truly a kind
and great man who will be missed by our Huddle Family. God bless your Family at
this time . Our prayers and Thoughts are with you.

Kay Huddle - February 10 at 10:07 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 10 at 12:50 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John George
Asmussen.

February 10 at 12:24 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John George
Asmussen.

February 10 at 10:55 AM

“

Eric, Melissa, Craig, and Darla purchased the Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum for the
family of John George Asmussen.

Eric, Melissa, Craig, and Darla - February 10 at 10:49 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 10 at 09:44 AM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 10 at 04:18 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 09 at 10:44 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 09 at 10:35 PM

“

Dear Family,
Word of John's passing brought enormous sadness and reflection. I hope John knew
what a valued and respected presence he was for Minnesota State (formerly
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities). During the time that we were
colleagues, I knew John to be the thoughtful, intelligent, and unflappable voice of the
Internal Auditor. He was the guide and the trusted counselor for the Office of the
Chancellor and the colleges and universities comprising the system. John was a
stellar professional and a delightful colleague - - such a dear smile.
I know that you remain proud of John's accomplishments, though all were second to
the love he had for his family. Please know that many across the state of Minnesota
and the country understand and are so very sorry for the sorrow you carry.
Janice Fitzgerald

Harrisburg, PA
Janice Fitzgerald - February 09 at 10:13 PM

“

John was a colleague of mine at Minnesota State Colleges and Universities.
Although he worked in the St. Paul System Office and I on a college campus, I got to
know him well. He was a role model, true professional and one of the kindest men
I've ever met. As one of the "good guys" in the System Office, I always looked
forward to his campus visits. His contributions made our college a better place to live,
work, learn and play. In thoughts, prayers and sympathy.

Don Supalla - February 09 at 09:19 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 09 at 01:24 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of John George
Asmussen.

February 09 at 12:34 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of John George Asmussen.

February 08 at 04:22 PM

“

Joe and Janet Walentiny purchased the Serene Retreat for the family of John
George Asmussen.

Joe and Janet Walentiny - February 08 at 03:32 PM

“

John was one of my earliest and best friends. We had so many wonderful
experiences together from riding our motorcycles (including an amusing episode
where we thought our trail bikes could take us through a power line clear-cut - NOT!)
to the plays we performed in together at Kelly High where John always seemed to
end up playing a cop to our both visiting St. Cloud State where we wanted to go
initially until my mom convinced us to also visit St John's U where we ultimately
ended up.
There are so many things I loved about John but especially that he was so
comfortable with a wide range of friends – from high school guys he would go fishing
with as well as people he met later on in college and the PhD program. John was a
brilliant man and achieved so much academically and professionally. But he was also
warm hearted and was always open, accessible and gregarious with everyone he
knew. Another thing I loved about him was his fully deep-throated and hearty laugh.
For whatever was amusing in the moment just the sound of his laughter alone made
you feel good. He had a gift for making everyone around him feel good.
I also knew John and Beth since they were a couple in college, had the pleasure of
attending their wedding and took so much joy in their raising such two wonderful
sons.
That he has passed so suddenly and way too soon is heart breaking to all of us who
knew him so well. Our deepest heartfelt sympathies and prayers go out to Beth, the
boys, John's father, his sisters and brothers.
May my good, dear friend rest in peace...

Joseph R Walentiny - February 08 at 03:20 PM

“

Beautiful Joe.
Mary McAuliffe - February 10 at 07:33 PM

“

Beth and family:
Words cannot express how deeply sorry and saddened I am to hear about John. I
feel so fortunate to have had the opportunity to work under John’s leadership for over
a decade. John was a brilliant visionary whose ethics and kindness were
unwavering. John truly cared about each and everyone of his team as if we were
family. He was a leader by example and I truly believe Minnesota State and all he
touched are in a better place because of John. My thoughts and prayers are with
each of you and to John, may you rest in eternal peace. With sympathy, Kim
McLaughlin

Kim McLaughlin - February 08 at 09:12 AM

“

Beth and family:
I fully support what Kim has stated above. Deepest condolences to you all. John was a
brilliant and amazing, supportive LEADER of the Internal Audit Department at MNSCU. He
was also a great human being - one of a kind. It is very sad that he is gone. May he rest in
eternal peace.
Indra Mohabir
Indra Mohabir - February 13 at 01:47 AM

“

John was the best brother, and friend a girl could want. He was always kind, loving,
generous, patient, and a blessing to be around.
He loved our Mother, and would help her garden, and cook. Out of all my brothers he
teased me the least amount, if ever.
He and Mom are together, now.
He was a dedicated son, brother, husband, Father, God father, friend, and person to
living the right kind of a life.
Bethy and boys, I so sorry. He was so proud of you all, and blessed much by you, his
love, kindness, and patience will continue through you, and your sweet babies.
He made me a better person, so accepting of who I am, and who we all are. He
really listened to me, and was a great example of who to become.
I will always miss you, brother John.
We now have another angel watching over us.

Julie (Beloy) Asmussen - February 07 at 09:56 PM

“

Julie. This is a beautiful tribute to your awesome big brother. I am so sad and sorry to hear
this. John was a great guy and truly touched so many hearts. Keep those memories in your
heat forever!
Caroline Brunelle - February 08 at 10:08 AM

“

I met John through the PhD program at the University of Minnesota. He was not only
brilliant and capable in academic work, but also extraordinarily passionate about
student success and compassionate and caring about the great challenges students
often face in their quest for a college degree. He was a man of integrity and faith and
will be missed.

Tom Ries - February 07 at 08:53 PM

“

I had the good fortune of having John as my advisee in his journey to his PhD in Higher
Education. He was smart, thoughtful and compassionate. He was especially animated
when Beth was in his presence, and he was so happy to be a father and his recent life as a
grandfather. I considered him as a good friend.
Darwin Hendel - February 08 at 10:38 AM

“

John became one of my good friends through the UMN Higher Education PhD cohort. He
always had a unique perspective on issues which enlightened the group. He mentored,
coached, and was a welcome addition to any group project! I am especially glad to have
gotten to know John and Beth - thanks for the memories.
Peg Sherven
Peg - February 09 at 10:55 AM

