Stephen Wanvig
October 31, 1949 - June 6, 2020

Steve Wanvig passed away peacefully at home on June 6, 2020 following a long illness.
Steve was born on October 31, 1949 in Minneapolis to Marc D. and Fern Wanvig. Steve
grew up in Minneapolis and was a graduate of St. Bridget's Catholic School, DeLaSalle
High School and the University of Minnesota. Steve played hockey for the DeLaSalle
Islanders. While working at Jostens as an artist for 38 years in Owatonna and Eagan
Steve designed the Goldy Gopher mascot for the University of Minnesota.
Steve was a devoted husband, father and grandfather. He loved art and music, especially
the blues and played an awesome blues harmonica. Steve was a member of the
Recovery Church. He coached both softball and baseball when his children played. Steve
battled cancer off and on for 28 years, always fighting hard for life and never complaining.
He had faith and confidence in God's loving care.
Steve was preceded in death by his parents. He is survived by his wife Sharon, his
children Sonya Wanvig (Ryan Schaefer), Jason (Bethy) Wanvig, his grandchildren
Scarlett, Stanley and Arthur, his brother Marc J. Wanvig (Dorothy Hoffman) and sister Toni
(Lowell) Graves and many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
The family would like to thank Park-Nicollet Clinic and Methodist Hospital, Allina Clinic and
United Hospital, Minnesota Oncology, Mayo Clinic and Hospital and Allina Hospice for
their care for Steve.
Memorial gifts will go to the Recovery Church.

Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Joseph S. Klecatsky & Sons Funeral & Cremation Services - June 12, 2020 at 03:22 PM

“

I sat next to Steve in classes at De La Salle High School back in the day. He was an
artist even then. Whenever I'd glance over at him, he'd be drawing pictures, mostly of
hockey action at the goal. There were others of race cars. I remember how he
concentrated on those drawings while our teachers lectured away, Steve in his own
world. I was in awe of his talents, and I'm not at all surprised that he made a career
as an artist. Very sad to hear of his passing, my condolences to his family.
- Dennis Walstrom, Excelsior

Dennis Walstrom - June 26, 2020 at 05:52 PM

“

Steve was such a gentle soul. Our family met him during BAC baseball and softball
with our kids. Our son Brian, thought the world of him when they worked together
thru the BAC. Steve was so dedicated to his family at all times. I know he is in a
better place. Hugs and prayers to Sharon, Sonya and family. Take care

Sherry Mason - June 18, 2020 at 01:54 PM

“

Sharon, my deepest heartfelt condolences to you and your family (Sonya, Jason and
your grandchildren). Steve was an awesome co-worker and friend at Jostens. Steve,
Cindy and I did a lot of traveling together back in the day as we managed the Design
Center together (don't remember how long, but like maybe 10-15 years?). There are
a few memories of Steve that are just small things, like how he always had a few
rubberbands on his wrist, even when we were all dressed up for a black-tie at a sales
meeting or awards banquet. I remember he always made reservations under the
name Morgan when we went out to eat. Not sure where that came from? I do
remember once when he ran into a parked car on his way to work on his bike and
flew up over the car. Don't remember the circumstances of how he hit the car though.
Steve was always super kind, such a gentle soul and I wasn't always smart enough
to understand his humor and wit! I remember talking about his work at the Art
Instruction School (don't remember what it was called) before coming to Jostens. We
talked about how I wish I had the paperwork of when I drew the pirate and sent it in
and they sent an evaluation, because that's what he did there. We always wondered
if he wrote my review. He also talked about Charles Schulz working there. I have a
great family caricature he did for my parents 50th and he nailed everyone! I'm adding
a few photos that I have of Steve. Can't find some I was looking for, but some are
with Cindy and him at an awards banquet, and then with Sue at the same banquet (I
think around 1993). The department photos are so fun to look at as fun memories of
our time together as young crazy artists floods back! We were definitley like family.
The b&w one was from 1983, but not sure about the other one. Probably the early
90s? What I couldn't find was a book the department did for me when I left Jostens in
1997. Steve was the MC at my party and roasted me pretty good - and the drawings
and cartoons he put in the book were so "Wanvig" - wish I could find that to share
some of his drawings. I am so sorry for your loss, and you and your kids and
grandkids will be in my thoughts and prayers. Dorrie Simon

Dorrie Simon - June 17, 2020 at 10:24 PM

“

I had the privilege of knowing Steve since early grade school days at St. Bridget's
School. We enjoyed many happy times - Folwell park sports, sharing the apartment
on Bryant Avenue, Marv's Boys teams and All Star Wrestling. We also shared some
not so happy times such as the death of a grade school classmate in Viet Nam and
watching the killing of athletes at the 1972 Munich Olympic Games. Steve was a
person who had compassion for those suffering but was able to also provide a dry wit
to situations where we needed to enjoy life. In one of our last visits he displayed this
ability as I was wearing a Minnesota sweatshirt with Goldy Gopher on it. He noticed
the Gopher and commented "I wish I had a nickel for every time I have seen that
Gopher (he had designed this emblem in 1984)".
I will never forget another recent conversation we had. I started with the obligatory "
How are you doing?" Without missing a beat Steve replied, "If I were a horse they
would shoot me!" Needless to say I was dumbfounded but soon enjoyed his laughter
which put me at ease. He had an uncanny ability to do that in all situations.
Steve had a tremendous base of knowledge whether discussing movies, sports or
North Minneapolis folklore. We enjoyed many laughs of our shared history. I could
ask him a variety of questions and he would always be able to recall the facts.
I will miss Steve greatly as he was a great friend and the type of person that we need
in this world.
Peace to you my friend.
Bob Finke

Bob Finke - June 14, 2020 at 08:19 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Stephen Wanvig.

June 14, 2020 at 04:30 PM

“

Steve was my friend since high school and I consider myself lucky to have had his
friendship and to have met Sharon long ago when we were all younger. I will miss
Steve and remember stopping over to the house for a visit with Steve, Sharon and
their friendly cat, Achilles. Sharon, I offer my deepest condolences and please know
you and Steve are in my prayers, Tim Stubbs .

Tim Stubbs - June 14, 2020 at 01:12 PM

“

50 files added to the album LifeTributes

Joseph S. Klecatsky & Sons Funeral & Cremation Services - June 12, 2020 at 03:04 PM

“

Steve was one of the most kind hearted people I've ever known. He always
considered other people's feelings and had such a quirky sense of humor. He will
always be one of my favorite people that I've ever met, and will be missed by
everyone who was ever lucky enough to meet him and call him a friend. Sue Balzer

Susan Balzer - June 11, 2020 at 01:33 PM

