John "Jack" E Chapuran
April 19, 1935 - May 2, 2020

Jack left this earth after a short battle with pancreatic cancer, surrounded by his wife and
family at his home in Eagan, Minnesota on May 2, 2020. Survived by his beloved and
devoted wife, Kathy; sons Michael (Julie), Johnny (Libbie), Jamie (Sarah); daughter
Kristina (Mike) Miller; grandchildren Kellen, Leighton, Ruby and JJ; brother Ron (Nancy);
nephews and nieces. Preceded in death by his parents.
Memorials preferred to Risen Christ Catholic School (1120 East 37th Street, Minneapolis,
MN 55407); Sinsinawa Dominican Sisters (585 County Road Z, Sinsinawa, WI 53824); or
to donor’s charity of choice.
A celebration of life will be scheduled at a later date.

Jack was born on April 19, 1935 to John J. and Alice Chapuran and raised and educated
in Omaha, Nebraska. He graduated from Holy Cross elementary school in 1949 where he
played football, basketball and baseball.
At Creighton Prep, Jack was an A student and an exceptional athlete, playing varsity
football and baseball. Baseball was his favorite sport and during the summer he played
American Legion baseball. He had a very strong arm and played shortstop and pitcher. He
always said playing American Legion was the most fun he had playing baseball and
regretted that they did not win the state tournament (they finished runner-up).
High school was not all academics and sports. Jack always said that his high school years
were the most gratifying in his years of education. The 1950s were years of Friday night
house parties, Saturday night dates, drive-in movies, restaurants, and junior and senior
prom. Jack frequently commented how good they had it back then.
After graduating from Creighton Prep, Jack entered Creighton University and majored in
history. He continued to play baseball at the university, but only his freshman year. He was
taking a chemistry class that included required lab time in the afternoon and unfortunately

baseball games were scheduled in the afternoon as well. Jack admitted he missed the
labs and he assumed the scheduled ball games would excuse him from lab time; he
thought wrong. He had to make up the labs he missed. He decided then to give up
baseball at Creighton University.
After graduating from the university Jack enrolled at Creighton Law School. At that time,
the high school, university and law school were all at the same location. While in law
school he finished up his remaining two years in ROTC and upon graduation received his
commission as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army along with his law degree.
After law school and passing the Nebraska bar exam, Jack was fortunate to obtain a job in
Lincoln, Nebraska as a Special Assistant Attorney General. This was only a 10 month
assignment as he had to report for active military duty in April of 1962 at Fort Gordon,
Georgia. After completing his orientation period he was assigned to Fort Sheridan, Illinois
where he was the Assistant Confinement Officer.
While at Fort Sheridan, Jack’s dad was transferred by the Pillsbury Company from Omaha
to Minneapolis. Jack would visit his parents in Edina, Minnesota, from time to time, but
always in the summer. He really liked the Twin Cities with all of its attractions, so he
decided to settle there (he frequently noted that if he had visited the Twin Cities during the
winter, he may have changed his mind).
Jack took the Minnesota bar exam in March of 1964, passed it, and then began practicing
law with a St. Paul law firm. During this time, he met his wife-to-be, Kathy, in 1972. She
was from Madison, Wisconsin, and had obtained a job teaching French in south
Minneapolis. In the spring of 1974, they were married in Madison at the Edgewood
College Chapel where Kathy went to undergrad school. Soon thereafter, Michael was
born, followed by Kristina, Johnny and Jamie. Kathy had her hands full but managed
somehow. She is quite capable of anything.
Jack grew up with sports as an integral part of family life. His dad had played sports,
mostly baseball, and thus imparted his knowledge in teaching Jack and his brother Ron.
Jack did the same with his children but as he had learned from his dad, “don’t push the
kids” was as important as ever. If they asked for help batting, throwing or fielding a
baseball, Jack was always there to coach and encourage. He and Kathy loved attending
their children’s games. When the baseball season and tournaments were over, both Kathy
and Jack experienced a letdown. “No more games! Now what do we do?” They soon got
over it and moved on to something else that included the kids.

Jack eventually had the opportunity to become an Unemployment Law Judge with the
State of Minnesota. He accepted the position, which he really enjoyed. In this job, he had
to do some traveling throughout the state on occasion. This would usually be for a week at
a time. During the summer he would often take Kathy and the kids with him for a minivacation. The kids loved staying in hotels, eating out, and of course swimming in the pool.
Kathy didn’t always see this as a vacation as she had to take care of the kids while Jack
was busy working.
In 2003, Jack retired from the State of Minnesota. After retirement, he attended classes
every semester at the University of St. Thomas to pursue his long-time interests in
Philosophy and Theology. He also volunteered as a tutor at Risen Christ Catholic
Elementary School in south Minneapolis. He enjoyed working with minority students,
helping them achieve self-confidence in reading and math. Jack would say patience,
encouragement, praise and sometimes a little humor will work wonders relative to the
student’s attitude and outlook. He felt he was making a difference when a student would
say “I get it! Let’s do another problem!”
Aside from attending class and tutoring, Jack loved to travel. He was fortunate to have
visited many places in the U.S. as well as many foreign countries with his wife and family.
He enjoyed reading, theology, history and keeping himself informed of current events. He
continued his love for sports, and rarely missed watching a football or baseball game on
tv. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and tried to attend as many of their
activities as possible. When it was time to relax, Jack loved a cup of coffee and the
newspaper at one of his favorite restaurants.
Jack certainly impacted the lives of many, and will be remembered as a humble, caring
and loving person. He will be missed by all those who knew him.

Comments

“

Jack was my brother in law for 46 years. He was like a brother to me - kind,
thoughtful, witty, interested in me and my life, always ready to discuss the meaning of
life. The world will miss him. He has left his footprint on our hearts.
Mary Ellen Green, OP

Mary Green - May 17 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear Jack, I remenber the first time I met you At the Megan and George's wedding at
New York, we had a discussion with Bill and you went to the bar to bring me a
coctail…
some years after, you went at home and we had a discussion about the difference
between white wine and red wine for sleeping...It was funny!
I remember too that you were found of dunnets… It was funny for me. I am sure that
you were a Wise man.
I am very happy to have known you, rest in peace.
Love
J. Pierre

Jean Pierre MERMAZ - May 16 at 02:58 PM

“

Au revoir Jack!
Vous étiez plein de gentillesse, de prévenance à mon égard. Vous étiez aussi plein
de malice pour taquiner Kathy. je vous fais un petit clin d'œil en souvenir des bons
moments passés ensemble.
Mes meilleures pensées à toi Kathy à tes enfants Mickaël, Christina, Johnny, James
et tes petits enfants.
Brigitte

Brigitte MERMAZ - May 16 at 08:08 AM

“

Very sorry for your loss... he was a very smart & and accomplished man. Added a lot
to our world. We need more like him! . Love Caren (EWON)

caren privette - May 15 at 08:05 PM

