Robert E. Snyder
March 24, 1927 - June 4, 2019

Robert was born on March 24th, 1927 to Mae D. (Sullivan) Snyder and Harry M. Snyder in
St. Paul, Minnesota. Bob's family moved to Mariestown and Shakopee before settling
down on his mother’s family farm near New Prague, Minnesota. The farmhouse had no
running water, no electric lights, and no bathroom with four bedrooms total. Growing up,
Bob remembered trudging to school in all kinds of weather, including traversing snow drifts
so high that they could sit on the top of the bank and look down as their dad drove the
bulldozer and plowed roads with his Ford Model T. Bob learned discipline and how to work
hard early on in his life working on the family farm, milking the cows, feeding chickens and
collecting eggs, shocking grain in the fall and doing many other chores. He went to school
in the midst of all those chores at Sharkeys, which covered 8 grades in one room about a
mile from the farmhouse. Late in his high school years, Bob worked for Green Giant
canning factory in Montgomery and LeSueur before enlisting in the Navy a few days
before his 18th birthday.
Bob left for active duty on May 4th, 1945, the day of his high school prom. He was sent to
Chicago Great Lakes Naval Training Station. He always joked that when the Germans and
Japanese heard he was coming, they surrendered. One of Bob's best memories from his
service was being anchored near Midway Island while the ship’s boiler was being
repaired. They couldn’t go anywhere, so all they did was play cards and watch the ocean
for flying fish or porpoises. He traveled many different places while he was on active duty,
including Nagasaki, Japan for 8 months, going from Seaman 2nd to Seaman 1st to
Carpenters Mate 3rd Class as a Seabee doing reconstruction after the devastation of the
atomic bomb. After the war was over, Bob was discharged on August 4th, 1946 and
returned to his family.
Once he settled back into life in Minnesota, Bob got a job through his family at Carlings
Cafeteria in St. Paul. This is where he saw a beautiful young girl up on a ladder cleaning a
light fixture and decided he needed to get to know her better. After working at Carlings
with her, Bob married that beautiful young girl named Angie Kegler at St. Michael’s Church
on July 1st, 1948. That marriage was blessed with seven children. Bob worked at Carlings

for many years, eventually becoming the head Chef. After Carlings was sold, in 1967 Bob
worked at St. Thomas College and other colleges with Saga Food Service and eventually
Best Inc. Once he retired in 1992, Bob enjoyed family, traveling and bowling with his wife
until her passing in 1997. Bob loved watching his family grow, adding 11 grandchildren
and 7 great-grandchildren and wishes that Angie could have been with him to witness it
all.
Bob was a wonderful support and guide to his children. He will be greatly missed by all
who knew him.
Of Inver Grove Heights, Robert E. Snyder passed away June 4, 2019 at the age of 92.
Preceded in death by parents, Harry & Mae; loving wife, Angie; and brothers, Leon &
Harold.
Survived by children, Patrick (Nancy), Chris Snyder, Jean (Mick) Hayes, Helen (Mike)
Zilka, Lisa (Chuck) Rawson, Bob Jr., & Denise (Mahmoud) ElSebai; 11 grandchildren; 7
great-grandchildren; sister, Mary (Bernie) Ardolf; in-laws, Leo & Marcie Kegler; and
nieces, nephews & friends.
A special thanks to all the staff in Inver Glen Senior Living and Sholom Hospice.
Memorials preferred to Donor’s Choice.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Joseph S. Klecatsky & Sons Funeral & Cremation Services - June 10 at 02:46 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Robert E. Snyder.

June 12 at 10:07 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Robert E. Snyder.

June 11 at 07:01 AM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Robert E. Snyder.

June 10 at 07:55 PM

“

88 files added to the album LifeTributes

Joseph S. Klecatsky & Sons Funeral & Cremation Services - June 10 at 01:34 PM

