Virginia A. Dwyer
May 30, 1955 - May 5, 2021

Virginia A. Dwyer, beloved wife, mother and grandmother, was born May 30, 1955 in
Richfield, MN. Attended Buffalo High School, received a Bachelor of Arts from St.
Catherine University and Juris Doctorate from the University of Minnesota. She was a
partner at Grannis & Hauge, P.A. and Trustee at St. Joseph’s Parish in West St. Paul.
Ginny passed away at home surrounded by her loving husband and four adoring children
on May 5, 2021 after a recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer. She will be so dearly
missed.
She is preceded in death by her parents Paul and Loretta Trueman, and her brothers
Daniel and Charles. Survived by her husband of 40 years Michael; her children Paul
(Jenna), Mary Rose (Robert Short), Luke (Molly), and Maeve. She adored her four
grandchildren William, Judah, Lydia, and Loretta. Also survived by brothers Thomas
(Julie), Patrick (Laura Clay), William (Laura Nehl), and many nieces and nephews.
Ginny will be remembered for her remarkable faith, selflessness, intelligence, and dry wit.
Throughout her marriage to Mike they were utterly inseparable; managing to practice law
together for over 27 years. Together they loved to spend time traveling, hiking, gardening,
and hosting their children every Sunday night for family dinner. Her most cherished role
was that of grandma, “GG,” through which she passed on her deep faith, love for family,
the joys of cooking, and vacationing Up North to the next generation.
Mass of Christian Burial: St. Joseph's Church, 1154 Seminole Ave., West St. Paul, MN
Tuesday, May 11th at 11 a.m. Visitation Monday from 5-7 p.m., also at the Church and one
hour prior to funeral. In lieu of flowers, memorials preferred to St. Joseph’s School, The
Franciscan Sisters of Rochester MN-Bogota Projects, or Mass offerings to the church of
choice.
The family would like to say a special thank you to Father Michael Creagan and members
of the St. Joseph’s community for their prayers and support.

“When you are old and grey and full of sleep,
And nodding by the fire, take down this book,
And slowly read, and dream of the soft look
Your eyes had once, and of their shadows deep”– W.B. Yeats
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Comments

“

Our condolences to Ginny's family. Ginny's legal services were recommended to us
by the Hurley family, as Ginny had been a classmate of Michael Hurley's (a
childhood friend of ours) in law school at the University. Ginny ended up serving
many in our family as our attorney, including our mother towards the end of her life.
Ginny was more than excellent attorney; she supported and assisted our family
during some difficult crises and moments, always willing to meet with us and help.
Whenever we met, I enjoyed our conversations and her interest in all of us. We will
miss her and think of her often, remembering her family and co-workers. We offer our
family's support in your grief for a remarkable woman and professional who made
our world a better place.

Michael Barry Bowler - June 14 at 12:17 AM

“

Ghirardelli Gift Basket was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 11 at 10:21 AM

“

Dear Mike and family,
I am so sorry for your loss. Please know of our love and prayers for you and your
family. The Blessed Mother has your Ginny in her embrace, even now wrapping her
mantle around Ginny. We will be praying for your healing in a special Holy Mass
tonight, Tuesday, May 11.
In Christ's love,
Peter and LuLu Daly and family (Kevin and Margaret's brother)

Peter John Daly - May 11 at 10:15 AM

“

Ginny was my junior year roommate at St Kates and was one of my inspirations for
going to law school when women were not thinking of law as a career in the mid
1970's. We would sit on our beds discussing careers. Ginny was firm in her
convictions that women could be fierce advocates for others without losing who we
were ourselves. I listened to her advice and followed her to law school, always
grateful for her fierce conviction.
Sharon Hanlon, Esq.
Naples, FL
St Catherines Class of 1977

Sharon Margaret Hanlon - May 10 at 12:42 PM

“

Sharon Margaret Hanlon lit a candle in memory of Virginia A. Dwyer

Sharon Margaret Hanlon - May 10 at 12:29 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 10 at 12:24 AM

“

My dear Mike, Paul, Mary Rose, Luke, Maeve and your beautiful families,
The tears are rolling down my face as I write to try to tell you how very sorry I was to
learn of the death of dear Ginnie! And I cannot image the profound sense of loss and
pain that must fill your hearts at this time! I know of very few women whose life was
such a testimony to what it means to be a person of deep faith; whose selfless,
generous love for her family and friends was absolutely boundless; whose
extraordinary care for the "other", the poor one, reminded all of us that we truly are
"brothers/sisters to one another; who was tireless in anticipating the needs of
another, and always reaching out to serve, using her many gifts in whatever way they
could enhance and enrich the lives of others.
The Book of Wisdom describes her: "The good woman, even if she dies an untimely
death, will be at rest. . . In a short time she came to the perfection of a full span of
years. Her soul was pleasing to the Lord, who called her home early." And Ginny is
so aptly described in words from Proverbs: "Her children call her happy; her husband
too, and he sings her praises: 'Many a woman shows how capable she is; but you,
dear Ginnie, excel them all.' Charm is a delusion and beauty fleeting; it is the Godloving woman who is honored. Extol her for the fruit of all her toil, and let her labors
bring her honor." I personally will miss her terribly.
Know of my love and prayers for each of you. Sister Tierney Trueman, OSF

Sister Tierney Trueman - May 09 at 06:32 PM

“

Mike and Family my thoughts and prayers with all of you. I remember Ginny at the
Dwyer gatherings at Mike and Monica's home. She is now at peace.
Tom Ninneman

Tom Ninneman - May 09 at 11:15 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 08 at 10:25 AM

“

Large Basket Garden was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 07 at 09:05 PM

“

University of Utah Triple Board Program purchased the Beautiful in Blue for the
family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

University of Utah Triple Board Program - May 07 at 05:13 PM

“

Mike and Family,
I'm so sorry to read of Ginny's death. It's been more than 30 years since I've been
regularly in touch with your family, but I'll always remember Ginny's grace, beauty,
integrity and toughness, along with her staunch support and love for all of you..
You were blessed by her presence, and she will be missed.
Karl Heinzerling

Karl Heinzerling - May 07 at 04:32 PM

“

Kevin and Margaret Daly family and all the Runde's purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

Kevin and Margaret Daly family and all the Runde's - May 07 at 01:45 PM

“

Although I have not had the pleasure of being in touch with Ginny for years, she was
a treasured law school classmate. The world is not as bright today as it was with
Ginny in it. She was a sweet person. I know her family and friends are devastated,
but as time goes by, I hope that the wonderful memories they have of her will bring
smiles ahead of tears. My sincere condolences to Mike and all Ginny's beloved
family and friends. I have made a donation to the Franciscan Sisters of Rochester Bogota - in memory of Ginny.

Ruth Harvey - May 07 at 01:10 PM

“

I'm lucky enough to have been included in the many Dwyer family chili parties, where
Mrs. Dwyer would make it all look easy--the kids, friends, never-ending food, and
laughs that came from a gathering where seemingly everyone was invited. It will
remain one of my greatest memories of coming home from college for Thanksgiving.
Walking through their front door (with dozens of shoes piled up) gave me an
immediate warmth and sense of "coming home" after months away at college. She
will be missed and her memory will live on in her amazing children and adorable
grandchildren as the Dwyer clan grows. Love to the entire Dwyer family and
especially my dear friend Mary Rose. xox, Nance

Nancy - May 07 at 01:04 PM

“

Teri, Skip and Cody Cook purchased the Beautiful Heart Bouquet for the family of
Virginia A. Dwyer.

Teri, Skip and Cody Cook - May 07 at 12:41 PM

“

Love Everlasting Bouquet was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 07 at 10:37 AM

“

Mike, Paul, Mary Rose, Luke & Maeve,
Heaven received a very special beautiful Angel. She is at peace with God. What a
wonderful woman she was. She will be missed so much but will be forever in our
hearts. I will always treasure being a co-grandma with her - GG & GLO. Love and
prayers are still coming strong to all of you.
Love,
Lori & Steve
Koneczny

Lori & Steve Koneczny - May 07 at 09:00 AM

“

Fairest of All was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 07 at 08:35 AM

“

Serene Reflections Bouquet was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 11:27 PM

“

We extend our sincerest condolences to the Dwyer family for this tremendous loss.
We are praying that God gives you strength and comfort during this difficult time.
Mrs. Dwyer was an incredible woman, and her warm and compassionate spirit left a
lasting impact on us, despite meeting only a few times in the past.
We’ve made a donation to St. Joseph’s School in her memory, as a token of our
deepest sympathy.
God Bless,
Addison and Casey Demer

Addison Demer - May 06 at 09:58 PM

“

Your Light Shines was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 09:36 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 07:38 PM

“

Pink Potpourri Bouquet was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 07:37 PM

“

Grannis & Hauge, P.A. purchased the Rose Tribute for the family of Virginia A.
Dwyer.

Grannis & Hauge, P.A. - May 06 at 04:05 PM

“

I'm going to miss her so much. I was so very fortunate to get to work for her for 27
years. She was a great friend and attorney. Still in shock over it all.

Lori DeLong - May 06 at 03:54 PM

“

Lily and Rose Tribute Spray was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 03:36 PM

“

Libby & Joe Becker purchased the Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet for the family of
Virginia A. Dwyer.

Libby & Joe Becker - May 06 at 03:18 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Virginia A. Dwyer.

May 06 at 02:56 PM

